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Title: Security from Gender Based Violation of Women : A case study of 
Rohingya Refugee Women in Cox's Bazar __camps,Bangladesh 
(2012-2018). 


Abstract 

Rohinya refugees who were forced to displace from their place of inheritance of Arakanese state 
of West Myanmar by the majority Arakanese Buddhist community, in large numbers taking 
shelter in refugee asylums of Cox's bazar, Bangladesh . Among over a million refugees, more 
than 51% are women who are the victims of Gender Based Violence in their camp life. This 
paper shades lights on their situation following the connection between violence, gender identity 
and refugeehood. It also discussed interconnected factors which are causing their deplorable 
situation apart from patriarchy from an intersectionality lens. 


Keywords: violence, gender based violence, women ,Rohingya, refugee. 


Statement of Problem: 


"Violence against women is perhaps the most shameful Human rights violence and it is perhaps 
the most pervasive. It knows no boundaries of geography, culture or wealth. As long as it 
continues, we cannot claim to be making real progress towards equality, development and peace" 
— Kofi Annan. 

Violence against Women (VAW) have been explained by famous scholars from various 
perspective within the framework of male dominated social structures and gender specific social 
practices (Yollok, 2005). UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women: 
Proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 48/104 of 20 December 1993 for the first time 
defined violence against women within a broader gender based framework. As Article 1 denotes 
the term "violence against women" stands for "any act of gender-based violence that results in, 
or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including 
threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or 


in private life." . As per the definition given by WHO (World Health Organisation) , violence is 


" the intentional use of physical force or power threaten or actual against a group or community 
that either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death , psychological harm , 
maldevelopment or deprivation " (Mercy et al. P-1). Interpersonal balance can be seen as a 
commonly used violence against women which refers to sexual and physical assault that 
occurred by family members, inmets or acquaintances of women. The use of the term Gender 
Based Violence (GBV) provided a new paradigm, it addresses the similarities and differences in 
the violence experienced by men and women due to unequal power relationships and existing 
gender stereotypes in society. The concept of security, similar to violence , doesn't provide any 
singular, viable definition. Largely under two branches the security studies have evolved — 
National and Human Security. While the former put emphasis on statist perspective the latter 
gave sole importance to the individual human beings. However, Gender security perspective 
demands that "security is gendered because violence is gendered ,and vice versa." 
(Shepherd,2019, p 149). This perspective denotes that although the human security approach 
takes a broader view of what counts as violence still there are issues with how one would 
interpret the 'human' in human security (ibid). Therefore, they focused on a 'gender lens' on 
human security to elaborate how gender identities and experiences interact with security 
practices and provisions and also create differential effects for highly gendered individuals 
(ibid). The situation of Rohingya refugees needs to elaborate on this backdrop. They are levelled 
by The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (2017) as " the most urgent refugee emergency 
crisis in the world". Cox Bazar, Bangladesh is considered as the world's largest and most 
densely populated refugee camp (Costanza,2017). Most displaced Rohingyas are settled in the 
areas of Ukhia and Teknaf of Cox’s Bazar, where 6,000 acres of hilly forests have been cut down 
to provide temporary shelters to them. As of March 2021 there are 34 refugee camps in Cox’s 
Bazar, housing 900,000 refugees (Khan, oct 17 2021). It was the Burma Citizenship Law, 1982 
that led to the massive influx of Rohingyas from the 1990s which is seen again in much 
intensified manner from 2012 following clashes between Rohingya and ethnic Rakhine 
Buddhists in June and October last year killed at least 192 people and displaced 140,000 (The 
Daily Star, Jul 15, 2013). In 2017 another army crackdown in Myanmar led 164,000 Rohingyas 
fleeing Myanmar and sought refuge along the Bangladesh border (Human Rights Pulse, oct 17 
2021). The worst victim of the situation remains women and girl children who are approximately 


51 % of the total migrated Rohingya communities (UNHCR Report, 2018). Gender based 


violences against women is seen to be utilised as a ‘horrific weapon of war' against women (UN 
Women Report,2017). Most of the women refugees are either a survivor of sexual assault or 
know someone who faced such violence. Refugee camps of Cox Bazar are densely populated 
and hardly provide any ‘private sphere' for them . They face both domestic violence and violence 
outside the household mainly at workplaces that hindered them to empower themselves (Akhtar 
and Kausakabe, 2014). They are the lowest paid workers in the locality (ibid). The incidents of 
such violences are rarely even reported; because firstly, refugees, mainly the unregistered, are 
frightened that they might lose their residence and would be repatriated. Secondly, the fear of 
being socially stigmatised and abundant by their husbands. These violences caused immense 
trauma and many undergone from illegal abortion and attempted suicide.As per Arsdale (2006) , 
inequalities and violences are interlinked and can be seen to manifest in two forms — one is " 
everyday violence" such as denial in exception of essential elements like food water sanitation; 
and second is "spectacular violence" such as forced displacement, physical torture, harassment 
srape etc. (Arsdale, 2006). The humanitarian gender policy and programming is a heterogeneous 
body of knowledge, trying to deal with domestic and social factors affecting women. Observing 
increasing threats and violences against women, Bangladesh government in association with 
international agencies such WHO, UN Women, UNHCR etc. carried forward several initiatives 
to combat challenges of Rohingya refugee women. However, the effectiveness of the policies is 
questioned. This paper addresses various forms of violence is faced by women in refugee camps 
of Cox Bazar within the time period of 2012 to 2018. 

Significance of study: 

The study sought to reflect the importance of the gendered perspective of security to explain 
violence solely attached to gendered individuals, in this case women. The paper also tried to 
argue that by encountering women's problem the society can be saved from other 
interconnected issues , these are — hygiene maintanence, education of females, controlling HIV 
spread and other sexually transmitted diseases, prevention of domestic violence, child 
marriages, trafficking, sexual exploitation and abuse s child and women trafficking organisation 


and so on. 


Literature Review: 


Richard Ullman (1983), in “Redefining Security.” argued that national security merely in 
military terms conveys a profoundly false image of reality. He further defined threat as “an 
action or sequence of events that over a relatively brief span of time or drastically degrade the 
quality of life for the inhabitants of a state, or threatens significantly to narrow the range of 
policy choices available to the government of a state or to private,non-governmental entities 
within the state that can not be defined by national security. 

In the article of Sabina Alkire `A conceptual framework for Human Security" in 2003 upheld 
that the objective of human security is to safeguard the vital core of all human lives from critical 
pervasive threats, in a way that is consistent with long-term human fulfilment (Alkire, 
2003).Here as ‘vital core ‘ she refers to rights and freedoms that pertain to survival, to livelihood 
and basic dignity. It is a multidimensional set of human rights and human freedoms based on 
practical reason , spans the freedom from fear and freedom from want and it needs to be 
specified by appropriate procedures in any given context (Alkire, 2003). 

In chapter nine of Routledge Handbook Of Human Security titled Violent Conflict And The 
Individual Security Dilemma , Mient Jan Faber and Martijn Dekker argued that war and 
conflicts are difficult to be obstructed cause each conflict has its own dynamics and determined 
and shaped by decisions made by individual (HANDBOOK OF HUMAN SECURITY, 2013;p 

126). Illustrating examples such as conditions of Jews in Germany under Nazi regime or 
community base security arrangements by war-torn Somalian, this chapter seeks to define 
security zones and security provisions from bottom up approach to indicate the need for an 
alternative security angle other than neo-realist perspective. 

In chapter 11 of The Handbook Of Gender And Violence (2019) titled ' Security’ , Laura S 
Shepherd argued that the concept of security both National and human has gendered 
configuration of power and authority. She even illustrated 7 dimensions of human security given 
by the UNDP report 1994 from ' gendered lens’. 

The first chapter of Seeking security in the Insecure titled ' The meaning of security Today' deals 
with the changing nature of security globally following the cold war and the demise of the 
USSR. From 9/11 attack on twin tower and other terrorist activities in Madrid, London, Mumbai 
etc, worldwide infections from diseases which earlier unknown like Avian flu, SARS, HIV/AIDS 
and old diseases with re-emerged drug assistant forms like TB, malaria etc led pose challenge to 


the traditional sphere of security. He argued that insecurity not only reflects the state of the 


world but also the state of mind of different individuals across the globe and intended to rethink 


security e following Barry Buzan. 


Lee and Zarandona (2019) in 'Heritage destruction in Myanmar's Rakhaine State' addressed 
incidences of heritage destructions in Rakhine state of Myanmar by the military Junta as a tool of 
genocide. They also addressed UNESCO's 'Unite4Heritage' campaign as futile, to counter the 
prevalent situation of Rakhine of 'iconoclasm from above' or ‘legal iconoclasm' (Lee and 
Zarandona 2019) by State authority to favour the majority Buddhist and wipe out with traces of 
Arakanese Muslim. 

Nasir Uddin (2015) in his 'State of Stateless People: The Plight of Rohingya Refugees in 
Bangladesh’ discussed the role of Bangladesh in handling Rohingya migrants , divided into 
unregistered and registered refugees. Based on his field research in camps of Teknaf and Ukhia 
in Bangladesh between 2008 to 2011, he illustrates the miserable conditions of refugees facing 
growing hatred from people of Bangladesh due to the crises like scarcity of resources, 
inter-ethno marriages etc. Many of them have come back to camps even after repatriation, 
mainly the unregistered refugees as they can't complain or seek help even from the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). He again pointed to the non-citizenship 
status of Rohingyas as the reason for the miserable situation and can only be solved by providing 
citizenship of Myanmar or Bangladesh to them. 

Hossain Ahmed Taufiq (2018) in ' Rohingya Refugees Crisis in the State of Insecurity in 
Bangladesh’ took a holistic approach to elaborate the status of insecurity of Rohingyas in 
Rakhine state , in the refugee camps of Bangladesh and their critical situation in 
Bangladesh-Myanmar border. Following Barry Buzan's approach to security through five 
dimensions - military, political, economic, societal and environmental, he put the responsibility 
on the Bangladesh government to ensure safety and security throughout refugee camps and 
settlements. 

Shamima Akhter and Kyoko Kusakabe (2014) in their article Gender-based Violence among 
Documented Rohingya Refugees in Bangladesh, they discussed how in the camps of Kutupalong 
located in the Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh both men and women in large face violence from local 
Bangladeshi communities , the police, and camp authorities (the Mahjees) themselves. While 


women faced violence outside the household for their illegal refugee status and economic 
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hardships, their husband's frustration caused sexual violences within the households . However, 
the article hardly talked about how to resolve such critical situations. 

In the chapter 4 of Burmese Rohingya Refugees : Contested Identity and Belonging , titled 
Reconstructions of Social Memory by Refugees of the book Memories , Kazi Fahmida Farzana 
(2019) had collected memories of Rohingya refugees residing in Cox Bazar camps. Among the 
few cheese both men and women who she interviewed many told her how they are denied to 
access to education job and to even reside in their own villages and faced various mental and 
physical tortures by military armies. They even mentioned that the quality of their life hasn't 
been improved in the camps as many of them were decisively repatriated to their villages of 
Rakhine state where the situation hasn't improved yet. 

In an article “Safety and Security of Sexual-reproductive Health and Gender-based Violence 
among Rohingya Refugee Women in Bangladesh”(2020) written by Rabeya Yousuf, Md. 
Mushtahid Salam, Shaima Akter, Abdus Salam. This article highlight the issues and challenges 
of Rohingya Refugee women resided in camps of Cox's Bazar Bangladesh related to various 
health issues due to their social , cultural practices in one hand and on the other the dire 
situations in camps which led them to involve into forced prostitution, marriage . Both their 
superstitious beliefs and unawareness are the reason for unsafe pregnancy, HIV spread and 
uncontrolled childbirths. 

In chapter 4 of "Gender Violence and Human Security- Critical Feminist Perspectives"(2013) 
titled Sex, Bodies and Borders Edith Kinny argued that wild Thai governments announcement of 
war on human trafficking in 2004 acid the opportunity to deal with various human security 
threats around the country mainly in borderland, it also so complicated and endangered the 
security of forced unregistered migrants mainly women migrants worked in sex industry 
regarding they were 'trafficked' or not. Huge number of prostitutes working in Thailand are 
migrated women and girls from Laos , Burma etc who got involved in sex industry because it left 
as the only way to earn and have a safe place in foreign country. Thai government laws on anti 
trafficking made them the green victim of the situation to continue their profession. So Kinney 
showed how risky it is to deal with human security laws in society where resolving one issue led 


to the birth of other human security threats. 


Research Gap: 
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The crisis faced by Rohingyas is critical and hasn't reached any satisfying solution yet. Most 
works on Rohingyas have searched for the validation of their citizenship status. A large body of 
literature studies the ethno-religious roots of Rohingyas to Arakan and shows concern for their 
citizenship. However, it sidelined the fact that bringing citizenship status to a community isn't an 
overnight incident and cannot solve the complicated situation of this vast forced migrants 
situation. There are very few studies which have discussed the condition of women in refugee 


camps and about the factors which are causing miserable situations for them in the camp sides. 


Research Question : 


1. To examine whether gender identity has a connection with victimhood of violence and 
has refugeeness added more tragedy to the victims of gender based violence. 

2. To examine violences faced by Rohingya women refugees in camps of Cox Bazar, 
Bangladesh and the initiatives taken by Bangladesh government to combat such 
violences against women and uplifting them. 


3. To find out factors which are conditioning the Rohingya refugee women's status. 


Chapterisation: 


Chapter 1 :Introduction 

Chapter 2 : Violence , Gender and Refugees. 

Chapter 3: Violence Against Rohingya Refugee Women: Perils in Cox Bazar camps of 
Bangladesh and the initiatives to safeguard women . 

Chapter 4: Analysing condition of Rohingya women refugee through Intersectionality lens 


Chapter 5: Concluding remarks. 


Research Methodology : 


This study is based on both primary and secondary sources. The primary data was 
collected from various reports of UN Women, UNHCR, UNDP,UN Declaration on the 


Elimination of Violence against Women etc. The secondary data have been collected from the 
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journals, concerned books, scholarly works and research papers, articles, newspapers. Besides 
these, in order to collect information regarding women's daily struggle it was intended to collect 
data from NGOs such as CARE, Oxfam, HI, IRC,SC etc ; think tanks such as Bangladesh 
Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS), Bangladesh Institute of Peace and 
Security Studies ( BIPSS). Also the study intends to collect data from Dhaka University 
Research Society (DURS). The study intends to follow discourse analysis methods to explain 
experiences of women in camps and also initiatives taken in this regard. The time period between 
2012 to 2018 has chosen to be analysed. The study also involves analysis of various trends of 
violence and security from a gender lens. Finally after the analysis part relevant conclusions are 


drawn to provide useful policies to sketch in future. 


Limitations of the research: 


Every study on any topic in any field has its own limitations and this study too isn't an exception. 
Due to the COVID 19 pandemic situation the whole research work remains dependent on 
literatures free to access on the internet from my desktop. Datas couldn't be collected from 
Libraries .The research could not come up with any quantitative data collection process or 
surveys but intend to follow discourse analysis method only. The scope for future research in 
this direction is enormous and hopefully, this study will provide an impetus to many more works 
that can fill the gaps that this study could not fill due to shortage of time and many other 
unavoidable constraints. We hope that the present study would make a substantial contribution to 


the relevant field. 
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Chapter 2: Violence , gender and refugees 


Introduction: 

Feminist scholars have argued "security is gendered because violence is genderd and vice versa"( 
Laura Stephen; 1999). A question can be raised about how come gender and violence are 
related? This question can be answered following another relevant question : what does gender 
mean? Gender as a concept has received its recognition very recently before it used to be 
equivalent as sexual identity given to a person at birth. It is evidently challenging to offer an 
uncontroversial narrative of emergence of the concept of gender. There was a biological 
deterministic view existed where individual 'sex' (male or female) was identified genetically and 
from this then the gender (sexuality) was assumed ; for centuries women were imagined as a 
reverse of a man (Zalewski,2019). The fledgling sense that gender and 6 might not be linked in 
such a way came up via the idea of Zranssexuaaliy. Psychologist Robert Stoller at first in the 
1960s explained why my dear wear some people who failed that they are in the wrong body 
(ibid, p 16) . In 2018 Canadian Ontario PC party passed a resolution to debate whether or not the 
party should recognise gender identity; Jair bolsonaro, the Brazilian president vehemently 
opposed to people who fall outside a very strict and hegemonic gender and race sphere; 
Hungarian prime minister viktor orban has banned the study of gender in the country's 
universities stating that the government stand with the notion that people are born either male or 
female and any other socially constructed norms on gender are unacceptable. Gender always 
suffers from an identity crisis. Once the idea of gender is formulated another aired question 
becomes necessary to answer i e. relation between gender and violence. Simon de Beauvoir in 
her Second Sex (1949) wrote a strong argument in support of thread of violence embedded in 
gender notion: 
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"Woman? Very simple, say the fanciers of simple formulas: she is a womb , an ovary; she is a 
female- this word is sufficient to define her. In the mouth of a man the epithet female has the 
sound of an insult, yet he is not ashamed of his animal nature; on the contrary he is proud if 
someone says of him : 'He is a male!' the term female is derogatory not because it emphasizes 
women's animality but because it imprisons her in her sex.".(Beauvoir,1989). 

Therefore gender has emerged as something which provides many answers to a host of problems, 
including around violence (Zelewski, 2019). The scholars and activists of gender studies seek for 
an egalitarian world system based on equality irrespective of one's sexual identity. It will be an 
misinterpretation to consider feminists and gender identity as demands for maternal dominance. 
As women and transgenders face exploitation on the basis of their sexualities; the works of 
gender studies therefore are mainly circled around their experiences of violence and 6 for the 
solutions. Now in the name of a solution, a question can be developed about how security can be 
delivered to the victims of gender-based Violence (GBV) . There are many ways to look at 
security and not much thinking gives priority to the relevance of gender and violence in this 
country. Traditionally security practices were to be secured through the state regarding military 
threats. Not before the 1980s, the notion of securitizing 'all kinds of things exist' or 'perhaps 
should have existed' was demanded (Shepherd,2019). This purview brings another dimension in 
security studies claiming 'security can be achieved depends a lot on what we think security is' 
(ibid, p 146) and illuminated to connect concepts like bodies, livelihood and identity with 
security. In other words approaches to security are intended to connect relations among gender 
violence and security. This paper begins to discuss security discourses and puts special emphasis 
on the concept of human security. By elaborating prevalence of gender perspective in human 
security this paper argues the inadequacy of human security approach to counter Gender Based 
Violence(GBV) in general and Violence Against Women (VAW) in particular. The latter part 
deals precisely with forms of violence women suffer in society. 

Security and Gender: 

The concept of security conventionally pertained to the nation, known as "national security". The 
concept denotes that states are objects to which security policy and practice refers and that all 
human existence is bounded by States (Shepherd,2008, p-57). From the 1980 this view ,however, 
was challenged with the argument that it cannot provide security to individuals. A notable 
example of such a challenge was seen when the United Kingdom Government in early 20th 
century commanded the Royal Air Force to store nuclear weapons, a miles long human chain 
circled mostly by women in protest by stating that nuclear power doesn't make them feel safe; 
the movement was known as Greenham Common Peace Camp in 1981 (Sylvester,1994). In this 
backdrop, in 1993 United Nations development programme (UNDP) published a human 
development Report (1994) which offered a "human security" approach as a new dimension of 
security related to people more than state. The report envisioned "human security" as an all 
encompassing concept, consisting of seven security approaches which are economic security, 
food security, health security, environmental security ,personnel security, community security, 
political security. Reflecting the new post-Cold War context, the report supported the preamble 
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of the UN charter of 1945 which refers to promoting social progress and better standards of life 
in greater freedom. Although the report opened the door to address security concerns related to 
individuals including violence stemming from hunger, disease , political oppression, 
international or domestic war or even the use of armed forces (Marin & Tanck,2013), it 
underlined many shocking practices and customs that still contributed to women’s insecurity, 
including genital cuttings, the norm that women should be the last to eat in the household, and 
the systematic disregard for health security during childbirth (ibid.p 241). The creation of the 
UN Commission on Human Security (CHS) in 2001 , co-chaired by Amartya Sen, further 
shaped the human security concept. In 2003 the CHS issued its report Human Security Now 
which tried to inculcate the original UN spirit of viewing security comprehensively, including 
protection of both freedom from fear and freedom from want. As per the report, Human security 
means to protect the vital core of all human lives in ways that enhance human freedoms and 
human fulfilment. Human security means protecting fundamental freedoms—freedoms that are 
the essence of life. It means protecting people from critical (severe) and pervasive (widespread) 
threats and situations. It means using processes that build on people’s strengths and aspirations. It 
means creating political, social, environmental, economic, military and cultural systems that 
together give people the building blocks of survival, livelihood and dignity. (CHS 2003, p - 4). 
The Report is significant from a gender lense because multiple forms of threat facing women's 
will being during violent conflict and their aftermath get recognition in this report. Also, the 
Report referred to numerous forms of gender-based violence, including rape, sexual violence, 
enforced prostitution, and trafficking, although limited these mentions to the context of war or 
violent conflict. It raised questions about women’s economic security and social protection too, 
highlighting the importance of land security and addressing the problem of gender disparity in 
education and literacy rates (ibid.). However , the Human Security Now Report (2003) failed to 
address violence against women comprehensively as a human security concern that would 
include at its center all forms of institutional violence and domestic violence, present also in 
well-off democratic societies(ibid. P 247). Even issues that predominantly affect women, such as 
those surrounding women’s bodily integrity, reproductive health, and sexual violence, were 
clearly sidelined( ibid.). So the question of female’s reproductive autonomy remained silenced in 
the report. 

This , therefore, refer that both UNDP and CHS lacks to fully complement the human security 
concept with gender based violences especially violence against women. It also brings up the 
need to uphold violences faced by women in society around the globe. 

Violence and gender: 

Heinrich Popitzs defines 'violence' as an act of power leading to intentional physical injury of 
another, regardless of whether it's purpose for agent is actually in carrying out (purely to 
demonstrate power) or whether the action is intended to be translated into threats and lead to 
lasting subjugation (as binding power)"(Peter Imbusch,2003;p 18). Violence can be physical or 
mental and has a sense of compulsion or coercive version in it. Aunty 1990 gender balance has 
not emerged as a human rights concern. When the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of 
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Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) was published it hasn't mentioned anything about the 
men's violence against their partners or of rape, genital mutilation or other forms of abuse (Ben 
Santosh, ). 

In 1993 women's rights for the first time officially achieved Human rights status. As the 
declaration noted " [V]iolence against women is a manifestation of historical e unequal power 
relations between men and women and one of the crucial social mechanisms by which women 
are forced into a subordinate position"( Vienna Declaration, 1993). WHO (2005) has identified 
seven types of violation against women which comes with serious dangerous consequences. The 
forms of violences as mentioned are - intimate partner violence including physical sexual and 
emotional abuse, sexual violence including conflict related sexual violence, honour killings; 
female genital mutilation, forced and early marriages, trafficking and intimate partner violence. 

A "gender lense" to define violence upholds how the existing power relationship in association 
with gender relation constituted the social structure causing violences against women. Gender 
based violence or gender violence can be seen to direct against a person because of their gender. 
The victim can be men, women, homosexual or belong from LGBTQ community. Globally, 95% 
of perpetrators are male involved in intentional homicide (VAW, The MONEE Project,1999). As 
per the report of UNODC (2013), every year by intimate partners nearly 64,000 intentional 
homicides are perpetrated and two thirds of them are women. The level of violence against 
women is so extreme that in several countries of Asia an estimated 60 million women are 
missing from the population statistics (VAW, The MONEE Project, 1999). 
A woman can face violence all through her life in various forms. Female infanticides; sex 
selective abortions; systematic differential treatment both within and outside household — be it 
access to food, medical care or salary margins — women exposed to violence. The level of 
violence is so extreme that statistical annexes by the CIA and other countries around 1989 and 
1995 show that an estimated 60 million women are 'missing' from population statistics (The 
MONEE project,1999). The violences women suffered comes with life long consequences. 
Sexual abuse during childhood or adolescent can lead to complications during later pregnancies 
and also affect a girl mental health that it increase the risk of suicide, chronic depression and 
other life long physical and mental injuries. Victims of violence support from partial or 
permanent disability that tend to lead them to deliver premature babies with lower birth weight. 
It also reduces the contribution of women at work through lower productivity or more frequent 
absence from jobs and creates major barriers to the economic and social development of women. 
Types of Violences against women in her life-cycle are shown in Table no. 1. 


Types of Violences against women faced in her life-cycle 


Stages of life Forms of violence 
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Infancy Female infanticide; emotional, sexual and physical abuse; 
differential access to food and medical care. 


Girlhood Child marriage; female genital mutilation; sexual and 
psychological abuse by relatives or strangers; differential 
access to food and medical care; child prostitution and 
pornography. 


Adolescence Dating and courtship violence; economically coerced sex; 
sexual abuse in the workplace; sexual harassment; 
rape, marital rape; forced prostitution and pornography; 
trafficking; forced pregnancy. 


Reproductive age Physical abuse by intimate male partners, marital rape; dowry 
abuse and murder; homicide; psychological abuse; 


sexual abuse in the workplace; sexual harassment; rape; 
forced prostitution and pornography; trafficking; abuse of 
women with disabilities. 


Sexual, psychological and physical abuse. 


Source: TheMONEEFProject, 1995. 
Table no. l 


In this section three forms of violence against women will be discussed, these are - domestic 
violence, economic forms of violce and violece in post conflictuos area. 

Domestic Violence: 'Domestic violence’ or 'Intimate Partner Violence: 

These forms of violence take place at home or within family by a close relative or partner. 
Victims of such violences can be male, female or any homosexual people. Globally the term 
‘domestic violence' was first introduced in 1980 in Human Right provision. Usage of both the 
terms varies across the globe where eminents in European countries used ‘domestic violence' , 
the states of North America and Africa used 'intimate partner violence! (Spangaro,2019). The 


first report of WHO on violence documented the nature and extent of intimate partner violence. 


19 


In US applying Conflict Tactics Scale (CIS) International local service researchers presented that 
women's are equally likely to be violent against male and multiple times found them more 
aggressive. Their research methodology was challenged as futile indicating that sexual violence 
factors are hardly included in the list of violence prepared by them. Also the sequel of acts 
preceding the violence which can differentiate an act of self-defence from intentional punishment 
( Dobash & Dobash,2003). Some research conducted in Great Britain , Australia reveal that 40 to 
60 percent of women are victims of homicide in contrast to only 5 to 10 percent of men killed by 
intimate partners (ibid).In Australia intimate partner violence leads to ill-health and premature 
death in women aged 18—44 years (Spangaro, 2019). Though it's not expected to exclude a 
portion of victims considering them as minority; however it also reflects the tragedical situation 
faced by women in so-called developed countries of the world. Beside this social structure, 
cultural spiritual, anthropological and ethnographic routes are also few of the factors behind 
domestic violence. Religious texts and teachings can serve as resources to assist victims in 
finding safety and in the process of healing. Yet, religion also can be misused to excuse or 
condone abusive behaviours against women (Fortune & Enger,2005 p 1. In 1895 Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton published ' The Women's Bible’ in which she showed that female subordination was not 
divinely ordered, rather men had used religions to legalise their power. She condemned religious 
attitudes that underline sexual subordination. She argued that all forms of organised religion 
hostile to women; for example, Hindu widow on funeral pyre, the Turkish women in the harem, 
the American mother refusing chloroform in birth of child in fear of suffering for Eve's original 
sin; all are victims of male dominated religion (Bryson,2003 ; p 37). ‘Shalom bayit’ is a central 
concept to Jewish religious and cultural life, referring to a harmonious home in which all who 
dwell within are nurtured and respected but it is misused as a place of maintaining peace in the 
home by women even at the cost of tolerating violence in home (ibid, p 2). Christian history is 
filled with examples of church leaders justifying abuse of women by men. Fathers like Martin 
Luther unapologetically described their own physical violence towards their wives (ibid, p 2). A 
survey of Islamic scholarship on abusive marital relationships reveals a clear repudiation of 
domestic violence and a renunciation of erroneous interpretations of Quranic verses that have 
been taken to allow it. 


Economic violence against women : 
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The EIGE (European Institute for Gender Equality) define "economic violence" as 'an act of 
behaviour which causes economic harm to an individual' ; it 'can take the form of for example 
property damage restricting access to financial resources education for the labour market for not 
complying with economic responsibilities such as alimony’ . The UN Committee on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) has linked between 
various forms of violence against women such as trafficking exploitation domestic violence and 
women's lack of enjoyment in economic and social rights (Griffin, 2019). Gendered differences 
exist in control over financial resources and access to income-generating activity.Where women 
are denied the opportunity to work outside. In the home, for example, their mobility may be 
curtailed and their access to support networks diminished as they have fewer reasons to leave the 
family home on a day-to-day basis. Similarly, it is common in abusive relationships for women 
to be denied control over financial assets and resources as a means of keeping them in the 
relationship because they literally cannot afford to leave. It is clear, then, that there are gendered 
insecurities that might manifest as a result of disparity in economic opportunity(Shepherd,2019). 
This relates to the gendered insecurity of resource scarcity with no legal right to residence or 
tenancy, she is vulnerable to being evicted from her home, often losing both domicile and access 
to food supply (if there is a garden plot or allotment) and water source. 

Violence against women also provide evidences of sexual abuse and harassment in the 
workplace. Women are more likely to work in lower status positions in a comparatively lower 
wage system and they also face increasing potential of abuse by their male supervisors. A large 
survey carried out in 1996 by the UN Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institution 
(UNICRI) in 34 states of Central and Eastern Europe and Soviet Union provides an average of 
3% of women who are victimised in the workplace (The MONEE Project,1999). This 3% 
represents hundreds of thousands of individual women whose mental and physical health is at 
stake and whose basic human rights are affected (ibid). By examining economic policy making 
in sub-saharan Africa Odurano(2015) and van Staveren (2015) argued that official responses to 
women's empowerment failed to address the core of the problem which can be solved by 
transforming patriarchal domestic and social relations based on social and cultural works. 
Unless, they argued , women cannot get benefits from formal institutions such as equal land 
rights, equal inheritance rights, equal access to credit, free education for all, law against 


domestic violence (Ibid.). 


21 


Violence against women in conflict or post-conflict areas: Brownmiller (1975) first identified 
the routine practice of rape against ‘enemy’ women and girls as both ‘a carrot and a stick’ . Rape 
in war is best understood as a transaction between men, where women are seen as the currency 
for exchange to gain territory and psychological advantage. Violence against women that takes 
place during and after armed conflict has chilling characteristics that distinguish it from violence 
in civilian societies in peacetime. Brownmiller (1975) found 947 rape convictions, not simply 
charges or trials of American soldiers in army general courts-martial during the period from 
January 1942 to July 1947(Nagel,2019). This wartime sexual violences were continued even 
after second world war, civil war, military invention,independence wars, operations in countries 
and regions around the globe witnessed such violences including Bangladesh ,Vietnam, Iraq , 
Kuwait , Croatia, Serbia , Rwanda Liberia Kashmir , Sierra Leone Afghanistan Iraq and Syria 
(Nagel,2019) . Around 94% if displaced households in Sierra Leone had been subject to sexual 
assault; and a quarter to half a women in Rwanda’s genocide were raped ( Stewart,2010). The 
sex capital of the world Thailand has its roots to military prostitution during the Vietnam war. 
Providing girls to military camps for the entertainment of militaries as a reward was a common 
war feature in the second world war. In a war zone, women face risk of violence when fleeing 
the area of conflict and seeking refuge in other regions or countries as a refugee where women 
compelled to trade sex to get essential elements like food, shelter or registration . Christine Bell 
has identified three key stages to conflict transition which are a useful way to frame an analysis 
of gender exclusion in the policy making process in post - war situations (Fionnuala Ni 
Aolain,2013 ). Though all refugees are vulnerable and need protection , female refugees are the 
most vulnerable group in any community. The discriminations and challenges female refugees 
encounter in the refugee determination status system which tend to emphasise public and 
political activities which are traditionally associated with men. Furthermore, despite the fact that 
female refugees are the majority, often they have more difficulties than males to obtain their 
entitlements in camp settings. According to UNHCR, the vulnerability of women and children 
in these settings is particularly acute as they comprise 80 percent of refugees and displaced 
populations worldwide (Gebreiyosus,2013). 
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Chapter 3: Violence Against Rohingya Refugee Women: Perils in Cox Bazar camps 
of Bangladesh and the initiatives to safeguard women. 


As a result of armed conflicts and violences at least 82.4 million people around the globe are 
refugees (UNHCR,2020) and the number is continuous to mount. Refugees are those stateless 
people who due to catastrophes emerging in their place of birth fled for a better place; they fled 
from war, conflict, persecution or a fear of persecution (Ullah,2011). The worst victims among 
refugees are women who are around 50% of any refugee internally displaced or stateless 
population ( UNHCR,2015). In words of UN relief official Kyung Wha Kang *‘While entire 
communities suffer the impact of armed conflict, women and girls are often the first to lose their 
rights to education, to political participation and to livelihoods, among other rights being bluntly 
violated,” he added, “Simply, crisis exacerbates gender inequalities.” (Obradovic,2015). The 
United Nations has levelled rohingyas as "the world's most ignored and persecuted 
minority"(Crossman,2014). The UN High commissioner for refugees 2017 described Rohingya 
refugees as ``the most urgent refugee emergency crisis in the world" and Cox Bazar is considered 
as the world's largest and most densely populated refugee camp (Costanza,2017). 

Rohingyas are an ethic , linguistic and religious minority group of Northern Rakhine State or 
previously known Arakan State of present Myanmar. Forced migration towards Bangladesh is 
not a new phenomenon; back to 1784 the Muslim arakan Kingdom was defeated in the hand of 
Burma's Konbaung Kingdom which caused influx of rohingyas towards Cox bazar for the first 
time (Lee and Zaradina,2019) . When Burma became independent in 1948, Burma's 
independence hero Aung San addressed ethnic minority leaders to 'unite and work together’ but 
after his assassination Burma fell in the 'grip of multi coloured insurgencies' (Smith,2002). In 
1962 the Burma socialist party seized power and dismantled rohingyas social and political 
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organisation. In 1977 operation Nagaman was launched which caused massive violence on 
rohingyas causing a huge influx towards Bangladesh in 1978 and it was the Burma Citizenship 
Law, 1982 which denied their citizenship status. In 2012 following clashes between Rohingya 
and ethnic Rakhine Buddhists in June and October last year killed at least 192 people and 
displaced 1,40,000 (The Daily Star, Jul 15, 2013). In 2017 another army crackdown in Myanmar 
led 164,000 Rohingyas fleeing Myanmar and sought refuge along the Bangladesh border 
(Human Rights Pulse, oct 17 2021). The lengthy Naf river divides Cox bazar from Arakan hills 
and falls into Bay of Bengal, ranging from 1.61 KM to 3.22 KM in width. A cube of Myanmar in 
the left bank and Teknaf upazila of Cox's bazar in the right bank. Hence the clues proximity 
between the two areas along with similarities in language and cultures are the reasons behind 
Cox's bazar turning into the world's densely populated refuge area. 

Around 51 % of the total migrated Rohingya communities are women and girl child's (UNHCR 
Report, 2018). The Rohingya community is highly conservative; practices such as Purdah, Hijab 
are maintained. Women's movement is confined to household activities such as child rearing, 
cooking etc. Therefore, taking decisions or managing the households or working outside to earn 
is a challenging task for them . Armed conflict and the following displacement has put their life 
in acute danger. Risk of becoming human trafficking victim, sexual abuse, surviving sex, forced 
prostitution, forced marriage, working as cheap labour and also domestic violence has put their 
life is at stake (UN Women Bangladesh,2020). 

Men and women both are subjected to gender based violation and are suffering from deplorable 
conditions in the camps, where they are stuck for decades for the sale of their lives. 
Gender-based violence has devastating consequences for victims, their families and the broader 
community. The consequences of different forms of gender based violence include; health 
consequences, psychological consequences, and socio-economic consequences. However, alling 
with the focal point of the paper, adversities faced by Rohingya women in camps are discussed 
below — 


Inaccessiblility to resources: The deplorable condition of rohingya women is link to their 
inaccessibility to basic surviving elements such as food , water, place to live , health care etc led 
them to involve in sexual activities to survive. Sex is used as a bribe to avail the necessities. As 
per the report of The Daily Star, many women and children of Cox bazar camps were turning to 
negative coping mechanisms to mitigate economic and fooding security for example selling their 
remaining assets participating in illegal drug trade or engaging in transactional sex. Majees or 
community leaders played influential roles in camp management. Refugee women asked to 
office sexual services to their community leaders in order to get permission for their businesses 
(Shamima Akhter,2014). Another threat are the "night governments".They are mostly thought to 
be the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), but can also include local gangs and 
mobsters; there are so many powerful criminal outfits in the Rohingya camps that it often 
becomes difficult to identify individual criminals within the gangs. Women who are local, who 
work as volunteers with NGOs, or those that work in support groups, and women who raise 


25 


awareness against gender-based violence in the Rohingya camps, are often targeted by the night 
government. They are forced to give up on their activities through intimidation, coercion and, if 
needed, through physical torture. 

Human trafficking remains another major cause for concern at the Rohingya camps in Cox's 
Bazar. Young girls are often sent off with the traffickers to Malaysia and some East Asian 
countries even adult Rohingya women are lured by traffickers with allured of well-paid jobs and 
better living conditions, and sold into bondage, domestic servitude and the sex trade in India, 
Nepal, Thailand, and many other East Asian and Middle Eastern countries. 


WASH(Water Sanitation and Hygiene) concerns: Land shortage in the camp areas hampers 
effective sludge management.In camps women feel unsafe to use wash facilities because they are 
common for both men and women. The community lacks proper knowledge about menstruation 
and it's incorrectly associated with shame and uncleanliness. Rohingya women mostly use 
natural materials such as mud, leaves, dung or animal skins to manage their menstrual flow. 
Despite having the provision of menstrual hygiene products as part of their dignity kits,they 
chose it due to uneasiness while changing or washing reusable sanitary pads or cloths, or 
disposing of them in a private and hygienic manner in the same space used by men. Thus, the 
lack of access to water and personal latrines and the consequent increase in open defecation is 
putting women and children at increased risk of diseases. Collection of drinking water is a huge 
concern for refugee women as they have to travel to a certain point to collect water from private 
tankers. There have also been reports of women and children being sexually harassed inside the 
camps while coming back from water tanks where they have to wait in long ques. While some 
solar lamp posts have been installed, there is insufficient street lighting. 


Patriarchal Structure within the community: Rohingya community is mainly male dominated 
where big responsibilities are taken by the man of the house where the women partner is seen as 
mere partner. However the displacement from Rakha in the state has affected their housing 
responsibilities too. Many women became videos as they lost their husbands in conflicts many 
others are compared to managing their children and household activities alone because their 
husbands are sent to detention. Female-headed and elderly households with no male relatives are 
exhibiting greater vulnerability. As an elderly Rohingya refugee woman told the interviewer, " I 
am a widow ,so J am all alone every night. I cannot sleep thinking someone will come to mother 
me. I just lie there in the dark remembering the bad things that happened in Myanmar." (UN 
Women Resolution 1325,2020). This however doesn't mean women living with their husband are 
in a safer state. Farzana (2017) discussed that rohingya women are more exposed to domestic 
violence than before. As refugee men feel disempowered after displacement leads to increase 
their frustration and Iso as they are traditional rules are gone and they feel kind of powerless , 
they tried to dominate their female partner in house more than before. Reilly et al (2017) showed 
that 27% of the meals and 38% of the females participating in their research reported physical 
abuse from a spouse or other family member. The practice of polygamy is another form of 
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violence women faced; Pittway(2008) discussed about the miserable condition of wives after 
their abundant by their husbands beacuse they were raped. An imam will also sometimes take 
place to arrange marriages for pregnant girls to a much older man who already has wives 
(Farzana,2019) . 


Health issues 

Beside the poor WASH facilities , health care facilities are deplorable. The practice of child 
marriage among Rohingya community and victims of human trafficking , sexual abuse or forced 
marriage faced severe health issues mainly related to pregnancy. Among rohingyas women and 
adolescent girls between the age of 13 to 20 newly arriving from Myanmar typically have two to 
four children each or pregnant. In refugee camps, medical services are inferior as there is no 
examination and with the exception of some community health centers (RHU) there is no 
pregnant women and infant monitoring either, since family planning services for refugees are not 
available, there are unwanted births and increase in infant mortality, women additionally face 
risks of gender discrimination, sexual violence, early marriage and miscarriage and birth 
complications. Many, including children ,predominantly women have been confirmed with 
HIV/AIDS. It is estimated that at least 5,000 more Rohingya could be HIV-positive (Kirtane 
,2018). In word of Shaheeda Kirtane (2018), "Nine months after the arrival of refugees, news 
reports discuss the latest health crisis amongst the Rohingya women due to the spurt of 
pregnancies resulting from rape and sexual violence. Already, in Cox’s Bazar, 200 Rohingya 
women have given birth and the UN estimates that another 40,000 are pregnant" (ibid.); the 
number is increasing at an alarming rate. The inhumane environment of camps are prone to 
spread diseases such malaria, Cholera, diphtheria, tuberculosis, dengue, Hepatitis B and C 
(co-infection) ete. 

Beside the deterioration of physical health, traumatised Rohingya refugees are suffering from 
mental health. Women including girl children who are sex survivors are in need of psychologists. 
Societal stigmatisation affects their mental health . 


Mental Health 

There are no direct rohingya terms that can be found to explain depression or Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) . The terms which describes symptoms of depression are monmora or 
cinta lager (feeling sad), gaa circiyaar ( pain in the body), gaa zoler (burning sensation in the 
body), extreme distress is often refers to as beshi ashanti / Ashanti/ vapi vapi thakum (Tay et. al 
,2019). Religious beliefs are the primary strength and support for rohingyas that is why there are 
different types of traditional and informal healers for a range of mental health problems 
including nightmares, psychosomatic complaints, spirit possession and common physical 
ailments. Examples of Rohingya healers are (1) the spiritual healer (bouid-dou) who can also 
serve as a fortune teller (goi-noi-ya); (2) the religious scholar (fou-yirr); (3) the Quran reciter 
(mou-loi/habés, molvi/mullah) and (4) the unlicensed practitioner using western medication 
(daac-torr). Within the refugee settings in Bangladesh, such religious and traditional healers are 
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active and the population seeks their help (Chen, 2018).The long history of persecution, violence 
and discrimination directed at the Rohingya in Myanmar, compounded by prolonged conditions 
of statelessness and deprivations, increase their vulnerability to psychological distress and mental 
disorders. High rates of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV), lack of privacy and safe 
spaces and limited access to integrated psychosocial and mental health support for Rohingya 
girls and women, as well as boys and men, remain issues of concern. 


The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is an international document adopted by 
the United Nations General Assembly that enshrines the rights and freedoms of all human 
beings. Drafted by a UN committee chaired by Eleanor Roosevelt, it was accepted by the 
General Assembly as Resolution 217 during its third session on 10 December 1948 in Paris, 
France, consisting of 30 articles detailing an individual's "basic rights and fundamental 
freedoms" (wikipedia,2022). Article 2 states “Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms 
set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, 
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. 
Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or 
international status of the country or territory to which a person belongs, whether it be 
independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other limitation of sovereignty”. Article 5 of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that ‘No one shall be subjected to torture or 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.’ To achieve the purposes of the 
Convention, the refugees and migrants must be protected from inhumane treatment. Article 7 of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “All are equal before the law and are 
entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of the law.” T Here, the discrimination in 
the case of refugees and migrants does not include those opportunities which are available only 
to the citizens but discrimination in matters of basic necessities like food, safety, right against 
exploitation, and shelter. Article 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that 
“Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution”. “This 
right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising from non-political crimes 
or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations”. 
Article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “ 1. Men and women of full 
age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to 
found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its 
dissolution”... “2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the 
intending spouses”..”3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is 
entitled to protection by society and the State”. 
the International Migration Law Unit, the obligations of the states are discussed below- 

1. The asylum seekers or immigrants must be informed, in the language he/she understands, 

the reason behind the refusal to enter the border or for their removal from the territory. 
The state authorities are under the obligation to disclose the grounds of detention. 
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2. The persons detained should be given access to communicate with the outside world 
through electronic mail, fax, and telephone. It is the obligation of the state to provide the 
lawyer or any representative and relatives both in the country of destination and country 
of origin. 

3. Article 10 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1976, all persons 
must be treated with respect and the dignity of the individual must be valued. It is the 
obligation of the State, not to treat a person inhumanly and to take positive measures. In 
case, the State fails to take any such measure then, the State will be held responsible for 
the violation of Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
which prohibits torture and cruel, inhumane, and degrading treatments. 

4. The State must establish a monitoring system to overlook all detention facilities. The 
media should be granted access to such centres to ensure transparency and accountability, 
without encroaching on detainees’ right to privacy. 

5. A surfeit of agencies works toward ensuring that the right to seek asylum and refuge, of 
those who face persecution, holds good and monitors immigrant and refugee movements 
to guard those who seek to enforce those rights. 


Agencies monitoring refugee and migrant unrests! 


1. The UNHCR, established in 1950, which works for the protection of refugees, 
forcibly displaced communities and assists in their repatriation. It was founded as 
a subsidiary of the General Assembly and had primarily replaced the International 
Refugee Organisation (IRO) since it fell out of favour, post World War II. 

2. The UNRWA acts as a subsidiary to the United Nations that exclusively works for 
the welfare and voluntary repatriation of Palestinian refugees, to mitigate the 
disastrous aftereffects of the Palestinian war of 1948. 

3. The UN IOM, set up in 1951, is an organisation that works towards the humane 
and just treatment of migrants. With a roster of 173 members of governmental, 
inter-governmental, and non-governmental bodies, the organisation aims at 
attaining well facilitated and developmental migration, ultimately ensuring 
Freedom of Movement for the displaced. 

4. OECD is a global economic organisation with an intergovernmental framework 
spanning 37 member nations. Founded in 1948, initially as the Organisation for 
European Economic Co-operation, OECD works for many objectives such as 
emigrational economics, integration of politics and economies, monitoring of 
emigrational factions, etc 


Í Diganth Raj Sehgal -December 13, 2021 
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5. Human Rights Watch is a non-governmental organisation that advocates for 
research and the protection of Human Rights. The organisation is mainly known 
for pressuring governmental and non-governmental bodies to relent on using 
abusive and inhumane behaviour concerning immigrants or refugees. HRW won a 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1997, as a founding member of the International Campaign 
to Ban Landmines. 

6. Amnesty International (A.I.) is a non-governmental organisation, headquartered in 
the UK. AI works to enforce the rights in the U.N. Declaration of Human Rights, 
comprising eight million members worldwide. It aims at promoting tranquillity 
concerning the procurement of Human Rights and works towards disarmament of 
abusive campaigns preaching hostility against refugee groups. 


International assistance provided to Rohingya refugee women 


In 2000, the Government of Bangladesh played a pioneering role in bringing the issue of women, 
peace and security to the attention of the UN Security Council during its Presidency of the 
Council (UN Women, 2020). This led to the adoption of the landmark Resolution 1325 (2000) on 
women, peace and 


security by the UN Security Council on 31 October 2000. The resolution for the first time 
recognized the disproportionate impact of armed conflict on women and girls. 


Oxfam International’? came forward with the following supply aids for the women — 


a) 


b) 


c) 


d) 


Oxfam is providing families with a tailoring voucher to cover purchase abayas (women’s 
traditional clothing) which most of them could not afford. They hired local vendors from 
Bangladesh as part of the scheme. 

In order to make women feel safe in wash facility points, Oxfam provided a solar lighting 
community-based program in Cox’s Bazar that takes into account all the protection 
measures to reduce women’s feelings of insecurity in the camps. 

Considering lack of enough latrines in overcrowded camps of Cox’s Bazar which leads 
to very poor hygiene practices, lack of privacy and unsafety, increasing the risk of sexual 
abuse and harassment; Oxfam has "collaborated with two architecture students from 
Edinburgh University and the University of Newcastle to work with Rohingya refugee 
women to design toilets and laundry areas that afford more safety and privacy and truly 
meet their needs". 

In the camps community decision making rests in the hands of a small number of men. 
Oxfam is organising women’s groups and women-friendly spaces in the camps to create 


2 Oxfam International - httos://www.oxfam.org/en/breaking-barriers-rohinaya-ref -women 
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more opportunities to share their experiences, support each other and local organisations 
and communities to tackle wider issues such as early marriage, gender-based violence 
and men and women's traditional roles. 


UNHCR; takes the following initiatives UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, has also provided 
medical supplies to the affected areas of cox bazar, Bangladesh. It has established and equipped 
mobile medical teams to provide first aid to affected refugees. At WFP food distribution points 
facilitate the issuance of replacement registration documents for refugees who lost theirs in the 
fire. We have extended support to IOM for coordinating the response on the ground to ensure 
equitable access to protection, services, information and assistance for vulnerable families, older 
refugees and people with disabilities. Mitigation of gender-based violence risks through 
awareness-raising and monitoring is another priority. The UN agency*(2020) has scaled up 
grassroots projects that focus on prevention and helping victims of gender-based violence.The 
Myanmar Ethnic Women(’s) Refugee Organisation has built up where refugee women have 
joined forces to overcome abuse, reinforcing their role as strong protectors of their families and 
communities. 
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Chapter 4: Analysing condition of Rohingya refugee of women through lens of 
Intersectionality 


The Rohingyas are seen as the world's most persecuted minority with disputed unrecognised 
identity. The Rohingya hardly have any oficial evidence of citizenship. Since 1982 because of 
their ethnicity as well as their religion Rohingyas have been denied citizenship. The Myanmar 
government considered them as illegal ‘Bengali’ immigrants and refused to consider them as 
people of ethnic identity along with the officially recognised 135 ethnic groups. In the 2014 
census, the Rohingya were compelled to recognise themselves as ‘Bengali’. Bangladesh 
authorities, on the other hand, said Rohingyas were formally unknown until 1977, after they had 
crossed the boundary from Myanmar in enormous numbers due to political turmoils in their land 
of origin (Farzana, 2017). During and after the violent ethnic cleansing of Rohingyas , many 
Myanmar Buddhists raised issues of ‘naing-ngan-tha’ (citizenship) and ‘taing-yin-tha’ 
(indigenous or national identity) and questioned whether Muslims truly belong in Myanmar 
culture (Bentil & Adu, 2020). The genocides are the reason of Rohingyas displacement to 
neighbouring countries where they are considered as "illegal infiltrated refugees " (Washaly, 
2019) by the Bangladesh government, and as "illegal foreign immigrants" (ibid) by Indian 
authorities. Most of these refugees are women and children ; Jonathan Saha (2017) said, ‘the 
discussion around the history of the Rohingya, at its worst, deflects attention away from the 
problem of defining citizenship through ethnic indigeneity.’ However , the crisis of Rohingyas is 
far more complicated than its debates on ethnic identity. The Myanmar military has been 
accused of using rape as a weapon against Rohingya women. Women and girls have experienced 
sexual- and gender-based violence, perpetrated by both the Myanmar army and by Rakhine 
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locals. Most of the women in the Rohingya camps in Cox’s Bazar are either a survivor or 
personally witnessed multiple incidences of sexual assault, rape, gang-rape, murder through 
mutilation or burning alive of a close family member or neighbour. 

The status of Rohingya refugee women exposed to greater vulnerability due to their religious, 
cultural, societal and economic barriers along with their identity as a female. The tremendous 
amount of violence they confront, therefore , cannot be defined from a 'single axis framework’ of 
ethnic minority identity rather their cause of several interconnected problems which led them to 
carry a double burden of Identity. Instances of violence like reluctance to use contraception by 
male partners, uncontrolled childbirth ,malnutrition of women and children, and physical 
violence over women both inside and outside of their household are reflecting interconnected 
sources of problems. As the paper seeks to analyse the human security crisis of rohingya refugee 
women, it approaches an intersectionality lens to analyse the position of rohingya refugee 
women's crisis ridden situation. 

The theory of Intersectionality enrooted in the work of Kimberle Crenshaw in ‘ Demarginalising 
the Intersectionality : Race and Sex’(1989) was originally used to expose Black Women erasure 
and their multiple marginalisation and discrimination on gender, sexuality, and race. She, 
therefore, suggested that putting the marginalised in the centre is the best way to resist attempts 
to “compartmentalise and undermine potential collective action”, so that Black women and 
everyone alike can be given equal opportunities in the society (Crenshaw, 1989; 167). A 
collaborated study of Crenshaw (2015) on the intersectionality took a step further, though the 
context was the same, to show how Black women are violently abused by the Police and the 
failure of resurgent racial justice movement in the United States to recognize and track the sexual 
abuses, killings, and torturing of Black women. This she argues silently erased black women 
from existing frames and rendered them invisible. Moving beyond Crenshaw’s account of 
Intersectionality, Davis (2008), conceives the term to encompass how gender, race, and different 
dimensions of “individual lives, social practices, institutional arrangements, and cultural 
ideologies" interact and how the “outcomes of these interactions” reflect power relations. 
Intersectionality inspires “complexity, stimulates creativity, and avoids premature closure, 
tantalizing feminist scholars to raise new questions and explore uncharted territory.” Arguing 
from the analytical point of view (ontological and epistemological), Cho, Crenshaw & McCall 
(2013), intersectional analysis matters one’s ability to flow from the reasoning that drives 
intersectionality that has engulfed the world, especially, when many societal inequalities could be 
inherently intersectional. MacKinnon (2013) conceptualising intersectionality as a method, 
espoused that intersectionality embodies a unique and precise standpoint that highlight the 
motion of reality of society , without losing grounds in unearthing the dynamics of “classes and 
hierarchical relations”...where systems of race, gender, and class domination converge,’ to 
address problems pose unyielding “top-down social and political order’ through the lens 
bottom-up approach” (MacKinnon, 2013: 1020). Nivedita Menon(2015) rejected the universal 
framework of intersectionality due to its 'pre-existing perspective’ under the name of 'double and 
triple burden' in India. She also asserted that by bringing legal framework intersectionality 
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unable to define complicated relationships associated with gender in society. In response to her 
criticism Merry John (2015), argued that intersectionality doesn't merely add two individual 
identities rather transcends it into a new one. The paper ,therefore, uses the intersectionality 
framework to elaborate Rohingya women's situation. 


Religious 
barries 


Economic 
barriers 


Womanhood 


Cultural 
Barries 


Social 
barriers 


Religious Barriers on Womanhood: 


Rohingya is a Muslim community and many religious practices can be observed to act as a 
barrier towards womens liberty. As per the report of Inter Sector Coordination Group (2017), 
women used burka or hijab while they went out of their house. In this context, hijab is necessary 
to enhance movement. Most refugee women did not carry their burkha when fleeing from 
Myanmar and due up holding parda they have very limited freedom of movement within the 
camps (Oxfam Report Protection , November 2017). Rohingya women and men generally have 
little concept of family planning or contraception, particularly older persons — only 20-25 per 
cent of new generation parents use contraceptives. Religious sentiment is strong as pregnancy is 
generally seen as “God’s wish”. M Mofizul Islam et el. (2022) carried an interview round with 
Rohingya refugees from Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh and one male interviewee (a husband) told 
them, “The religion, Islam, doesn’t support the use of contraception.I am a practicing Muslim, 
and there is a hesitation in my mind about contraceptive use. After giving birth to three babies, 
my wife became very skinny and physically weak. Recently, a doctor advised me to use condoms 
for a few months. I may eventually use condoms, but I can’t free my mind from this hesitation” 
(p 4). The cause of maternal mortality among rohan govinda is recognize as due to unsafe 
abortions reported as 15% for all of Rakhine state and 25% to 50% of maternal mortality in 
emergency's globally. The practice of polygamy among Rohingya men and child marriage 
prevailed there. 

Cultural Barriers on Womanhood: 
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Regarding the marriages among Rohingyas , studies have found that even though Islam does not 
allow dowry system it is common for the rohingya family of the bride to pay dowry to the 
husband's family; dowry is also practiced in the camps in Bangladesh even though it is illegal 
there (ISCG,2017). 

Women faced various mental health issues along with physical challenges which don't get the 
space to discuss much. Adult men of the family are generally the main decision makers both in 
Rakhine State and in camps in Bangladesh. Religious figures (imams), as well as community 
leaders, or majhi, appointed by local Union Parishad members or by the military, are mostly all 
men and are viewed as important people consulted for overall community decisions. 


Social Barriers on Womanhood: 


Families of the Rohingya community predominantly followed a patriarchal structure. Women are 
mostly confined to household activities like cooking, caring for children . Even collecting 
drinking water for the household is done by men. The structure is pretty much prevalent in the 
camps of Bangladesh. However, many families lost their male head during their flee from 
Rakhine state; the women house head of the families are compelled to run the families by 
breaking conventional traditions. They face sexual assault or threat to sexual assault from the 
Bangladesh Police, camp guards and even from neighbouring male Rohingya refugees. The poor 
wash facilities and housing infrastructure also threatens women's security. Widows and single 
mothers are the most vulnerable women groups. It doesn't mean women who had male partner in 
their family are in a safer situation. As per the report of ISCG (2017) Due to poor infrastructure 
in camps, men tend to stay awake at night to safeguard their family and the shelter and thus 
become sleep deprived and stressed. This sense of tension has increased the tendency to torture 
their partners which means the societal situation is also responsible for the increased domestic 
violence instances in camps. There is a lack of latrines for schoolgirls at learning centres in many 
campsites and makeshift settlements, which is preventing access to education particularly during 
menstruation. Fewer adolescent Rohingya girls are attending the temporary learning spaces due 
to gendered restrictions. 


Economic barriers on Womanhood: 


Economic factors behind Rohingya women's violence are neatly connected with all the above 
discussed barriers. UNHCR and UN Women Gender Assessment in Official Refugee Camps in 
Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh (2015) conducted a focused group discussion and key informant 
interviews among the 3,000 Rohingya refugees living in Cox’s Bazar’s official refugee camps. 
The assessment revealed that 94 percent of women respondents reported that they did not make 
decisions about their marriage, and that 45 percent were married as children. The difficult 
circumstances in the camps may mean that parents push their daughters to get married earlier 
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than they would have otherwise, because they cannot afford to provide for them. The economic 
barriers also affect women's education too. The majority of girls do not attend school beyond 
grade 5 and those who do attend up to grade 5 are usually from higher income families (Oxfam 
Rapid Protection, Food Security and Market Assessment (November 2017), Cox’s Bazar, 
Bangladesh). While in 2010, more than half of boys and girls aged 10-15 in Rakhine State, 
Myanmar were compelled to dropout of school, including 57% of girls and 49% of boy due to 
security concerns where women and girls are kept home to protect them from harassment and 
other forms of gender based violence or violent attacks. Their situation hasn't improved in Cox 
bazar camps; women can avail education only upto seventh grade (ISCG, 2017) ; many parents 
do not see the purpose of sending their children to school due to a lack of continuity and girls are 
the first to be taken out of school due to gender norms(ibid). The gendered norm within the 
household puts women in the position to eat the leftovers of their family (a tradition which can 
be observed in conservative families irrespective of their religion or community). Gender 
inequalities in intra-household food sharing and gender barriers including movement to access 
food assistance puts women headed households and single women at higher risk of food 
insecurity(ibid.). This scarcity of wealth actually affects their nutrition balances causing various 
health problems like malnutrition, complexity during pregnancy, immature childbirth , 
malnutrition in children, these led to high child mortality rate along with high women mortality 
rate. Access to markets is a big challenge for women and girls; such access can decrease the risk 
of being forced into survival/transactional sex, illegal drug trade, human trafficking and early, 
child and forced marriage. In order to financially support families, Rohingya women become 
menial labourers and work for minimum wages. 
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Chapter 5 : Concluding Remarks 


Rohingya refugees are levelled by The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (2017) as " the 
most urgent refugee emergency crisis in the world". Cox Bazar, Bangladesh is considered as the 
world's largest and most densely populated refugee camp (Costanza,2017). Most displaced 
Rohingyas are settled in the areas of Ukhia and Teknaf of Cox’s Bazar, where 6,000 acres of 
hilly forests have been cut down to provide temporary shelters to them. As of March 2021 there 
are 34 refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar, housing 900,000 refugees (Khan, oct 17 2021). It was the 
Burma Citizenship Law, 1982 that led to the massive influx of Rohingyas from the 1990s which 
is seen again in much intensified manner from 2012 following clashes between Rohingya and 
ethnic Rakhine Buddhists in June and October last year killed at least 192 people and displaced 
140,000 (The Daily Star, Jul 15, 2013). In 2017 another army crackdown in Myanmar led 
164,000 Rohingyas fleeing Myanmar and sought refuge along the Bangladesh border (Human 
Rights Pulse, oct 17 2021). The worst victim of the situation remains women and girl children 
who are approximately 51 % of the total migrated Rohingya communities (UNHCR Report, 
2018). Gender based violences against women is seen to be utilised as a ‘horrific weapon of 
war' against women (UN Women Report,2017). Along with various forms of gender based 
violence faced by women in daily life, the paper sheds light on the situation Rohingya refugee 
women living in camps of Cox Bazar within the time period of 2012 to 2018. The people begins 
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with an introduction which contains about rohingyas displacement stories following myanmar's 
political upheavals. Based on primary and secondary resources the paper argues that most of the 
works on rohingyas are based on their ethnic identity and the debate over their citizenship right . 
However there situation in refugee campus and providing factors which are causing tragic 
situation to them in the camps mostly remain silent. In the second chapter titled ‘Violence , 
Gender and Refugee’, the people discusses various instances of violence women faced through 
out her life. While many are seen to tolerate physical valences others are victim of mental 
tortures. On this note the paper argute how difficult it can be for a refugee who doesn't have any 
citizenship right to claim, to leave with autonomy and safety. This section also argued how 
women are used as war weapon . In the third chapter ‘Violence Against Rohingya Refugee 
Women: Perils in Cox Bazar camps of Bangladesh and the initiatives to safeguard women’ 
discusses about rohingya refugee women's situation in the camp sites of Cox's bazar Bangladesh; 
the types of valences the face which consecutively have long term effect on both the women 
community and children. The people also talk about important policy initiatives taken so far by 
international groups and the host country Bangladesh. In the fourth chapter titled ‘Analysing 
condition of Rohingya women refugee through Intersectionality lens’ the paper analyse the 
whole situation of rohingya refugee women in a theoretical plane. Discussing intersectional 
discourse the people are well aware of how the community is facing violation due to many 
interconnected issues like economic social religious barriers which violate their status of 
womanhood. The last chapter includes a summary and invokes the question how to study further. 
It should be kept in mind that for a country like Bangladesh which itself suffering from poverty , 
unemployment clashes between Hindu Muslim cannot single handedly took the responsibility of 
over one million refugees entirey. Help of the international organisations are a sole need. 
Regarding solving their crisis, repatriation may look like the easiest possible way but it's not 
preferable for the Rohingya because it increases instead of reducing their life risk in Rakhine 
state of Myanmar. Even though in the post cold war period there was an increasing tendency to 
choose repatriation. The dominant states in the international system decide for the sake of their 
interests, to solve the global refugee problem by involuntary repatriation. Rich Northern states 
see no reason to share the burden of the poor South at both the level of asylum and resources. 
Involuntary repatriation may thus be described as the favoured solution of the Northern states in 
the era of globalization which is marked by the end of the Cold War and a growing North-South 
divide (B.S.Chimni,2014). However it cannot be applicable for rohingya refugees. Regarding 
women's upliftment, the Bangladesh Government and the IOs have to be sensitive about their 
religious and cultural practices which has been running the entire community for ages. They 
should take reformative measures which would not heart the community's sentiment; for 
instances like how men should treat women why women should use contraceptives how to take 
care of a pregnant women why child marriages and polygamy culture should be prohibited etc. 


Although their situation is depressing, there are rays of hope. The skills training programme 
grew out of a partnership between UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, and the Ayesha Abed 
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Foundation, the humanitarian arm of BRAC supports Rohingya refugees who fled violence in 
Myanmar hope that they can all become more self-reliant through craft production. Women also 
found these skill training centres as their safe place.According to UNFPA (2019) , There are 
currently 20 active safe spaces for women and girls in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. 17 of those 
spaces were specifically created for Rohingya refugees. Safe spaces for Rohingya refugees 
support the program, Girls Shine. Girls involved in the program learn about child marriage, 
puberty, and safety mapping. Safety mapping is when local knowledge is pooled and guides are 
created detailing which areas people in the community feel are important and which areas they 
feel safe to be in. Awareness and usage of long-term reversible contraceptives like IUDs has 
increased nearly 6 times over the last year for women who have just given birth and wish to 
delay another pregnancy.154,000 Rohingya people were provided with birth control supplied by 
UNFPA in 2018. UNFPA mobile clinics and midwives have led to a 40 percent increase in the 
number of prenatal care visits and deliveries taking place in health facilities in the camps to 
ensure safe birth. With the effort of NRC, For women and girls, access to education remains 
particularly difficult due to challenges related to child marriage and social pressure to remain 
home. To facilitate increased attendance of women and girls, NRC has a network of 
community-based female-only learning centres. We have also employed a digital learning model 
to increase enrolment of women and girls. 


With such continuous promising efforts, Rohingya refugee women might be able to live their 
desired lifestyle in the near future. 
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